Scholastic Scrimmage Sample Questions

HISTORY

Toss-Up

An indulgence granted by Leo X prompted the 1517 posting of 95 Theses by what Reformation leader?

Martin Luther

Follow-Up

In 1911 Roald Amundsen’s team beat Robert Scott’s team by 35 days to arrive at what destination?

(geographic) South Pole

PENNSYLVANIA

Toss-Up

According to legend, the origin of the name of mascot for the Pennsylvania State University came from the name of what Native American princess?

Nitt-A-Nee (Nittany)

Follow-Up

First and last name needed.  What Civil War veteran became governor of Pennsylvania in 1887 and is the namesake of the football stadium on Penn State’s campus?

James (Addams) Beaver
MATH & SCIENCE

Toss-Up

Name the closed-ended, narrow tube that attaches to the cecum.

appendix (vermiform appendix)

Follow-Up

Because they contain green pigments and make their own food, biologists argued that what protests were plants, but they have a kind of eye, they swim, and have a rudimentary mouthlike structure, so others argued they were animals?

Euglena

ARTS & LITERATURE

Toss-Up

 “Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers” is an example of what literary device in which initial consonant sounds are repeated?

Alliteration

Follow-Up

The secondary plot of which Shakespearean play concerns Sir Toby Belch’s attempts to make a fool of Lady Olivia’s pompous steward Malvolio?

Twelfth Night (, or What You Will)

CURRENT EVENTS

Toss-Up
What region of western Sudan has been plagued by a conflict between the Sudanese army and rebel factions since 2003?

Darfur

Follow-Up

What former Massachusetts governor is seeking the Republican nomination for the 2008 U.S. Presidential election?

(Willard) Mitt Romney

SOCIAL STUDIES

Toss-Up

What empire dominated Western and Central Europe from its inception with Charlemagne in 800 to the renunciation of the imperial title by Francis II in 1806?

Holy Roman Empire

Follow-Up

Pastoral societies are based on what?

herding (or animal husbandry or grazing)

GEOGRAPHY

Toss-Up

Excluding the territories, which is last in an alphabetically-arranged list of Canadian provinces?

Saskatchewan

Follow-Up

The mouth of the river that separates Vermont and New Hampshire is in what state?

Connecticut

FAST TRACK

Officials refer to an unidentified deceased woman as a what?

Jane Doe

Who wrote “The Call of the Wild”?

Jack London

What order of mammals has its first digit that can touch the tips of the other four digits?

Primate

The Battle of Pittsburgh Landing in Tennessee is better known as the Battle of what?

Shiloh

